CRR Supplemental Questions

CRR Program Project Priorities
Describe how this project meets the following CRR Program priorities (answer all that apply):
Directly benefits Upper Cowlitz and/or Cispus spring Chinook populations. Specify which life stages you expect to support through improvements or protection of key habitat types.
Including the mainstem Cowlitz in the design plan would help benefit adult and juvenile Chinook by restoring the natural processes which would benefit migrating fish. Increasing the riparian cover and potentially adding woody material will provide refugia and create a cool water sanctuary in summer months, and protection from high flows in the winter.

Directly benefits Upper Cowlitz and/or Cispus steelhead and coho populations. Specify which life stages you expect to support through improvements or protection of key habitat types.
The final design will address the loss of riparian area in lower Kiona Creek and its confluence with the Cowlitz River. It will create more access to rearing for juvenile salmonids, particularly coho and steelhead, by including a way to reconnect the large backwater oxbow to Kiona Creek. The design will also include placing woody material to stabilize banks and create complexity in the creek, which will provide refugia for adult and juvenile salmonids of coho and steelhead. Increasing riparian vegetation and woody material will stabilize banks and prevent scouring, which will help protect redds from being destroyed.

Directly benefits Tilton salmon and steelhead and/or Upper Cowlitz fall Chinook listed populations.
Specify which life stages you expect to support through improvements or protection of key habitat types.
This project design will not cover the Tilton River.

Directly benefits lower Cowlitz basin listed salmon and steelhead populations. Specify which life stages you expect to support through improvements or protection of key habitat types.
The project design will not target the lower Cowlitz basin salmon and steelhead.




CRR Guiding Documents: Habitat Strategy and Assessment
How does this project build upon the LCFRB UCC Habitat Strategy? Reference specific habitat actions and habitat needs at the landscape unit scale from the strategy report.
This final design is directly drawn from the preferred alternative concept design developed during LCFRB’s Upper Cowlitz and Cispus workgroup. This design would address habitat deficiencies in the Upper Cowlitz-Randle Landscape Unit, which according the Habitat Strategy, was historically used by salmonid juveniles for high flow refugia in tributaries and backwater areas, and potentially contained important pockets of habitat. One of the goals listed in the Strategy is to protect, restore and enhance mainstem and tributary habitat.

How does this project respond, address or incorporate the technical information provided in the Tacoma Power Upper Cowlitz Habitat and Fish Assessments?
Tacoma Power was involved with creating the concept design with the Upper Cispus and Cowlitz Workgroup. TPU provided LiDAR that helped inform the process, and will also be used in the final design.

Additional Questions
How does this project assist in or support Tacoma Power’s salmon and steelhead reintroduction program in the Upper Cowlitz and Cispus subbasins?
The final design would be developed to help restore habitat that would especially benefit coho and steelhead of all life stages. Chinook adults and juveniles would gain benefits from work done at the confluence of Kiona Creek and the Cowlitz River. The Upper Cowlitz River subbasin has more compromised habitat than the Upper Cispus subbasin, and the level of degradation is worse due to the area being more developed. It is important to start restoration work in the Upper Cowlitz subbasin because it supports a large number of ESA listed salmonids.

How does this project assist in or support gaining further community support for restoration and salmon and steelhead reintroduction in the Upper Cowlitz and Cispus subbasins?
The initial concept design was developed with input from the community, and while the final design would only include property owned by LCPUD, the surrounding landowners would be contacted to address any potential concerns. It is the goal of LCPUD to maintain and build relationships that could lay the groundwork for future restoration activities.



Responses should align with submitted budget worksheet for the application. How much are you requesting from other sources? And, what are the funding window for these sources?
No funds are being requested from other sources. LCPUD will be asking for a dispersal of $70,000 from the CRR fund and will provide matching funds of $70,000 for this final design.

What is the status of funds or resources requested from other sources?
No funds are being requested from other sources.
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Explain how this project can be scaled or phased if your project only receives CRR funds.
LCPUD plans to only create a design with the funds provided by the CRR this grant round. The next phase would involve funding for actual construction costs. LCPUD will provide matching funds during each phase.
